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Matthew 18:1-4 NIV

[1] At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is 

the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” [2] He called a little child to 

him, and placed the child among them. [3] And he said: “Truly I tell 

you, unless you change and become like little children, you will 

never enter the kingdom of heaven. [4] Therefore, whoever takes 

the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven.



Matthew 18:2-3 NIV

[2] He called a little child to him, and placed the child among 

them. [3] And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and 

become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven.



Matthew 18:4 NIV

[4] Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the 

greatest in the kingdom of heaven.



R.T. France, The Gospel of Matthew

The instruction to “become like children” is thus not about adopting 

some supposed ethical characteristic of children in general 

(innocence, humility, receptiveness, trustfulness or the like) but 

about accepting for oneself a position in the social scale which is like 

that of children, that is as the lowest in the hierarchy of authority 

and decision-making, those subject to and dependent on adults.



Deuteronomy 8:10-14 NIV

[10] When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lord your 

God for the good land he has given you. [11] Be careful that you do 

not forget the Lord your God, failing to observe his commands, his 

laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. 



Deuteronomy 8:10-14 NIV (cont.)

[12] Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine 

houses and settle down, [13] and when your herds and flocks grow 

large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, 

[14] then your heart will become proud and you will forget the Lord 

your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.


