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How is faith to endure, O God, when you allow all this scraping and
tearing on us? You have allowed rivers of blood to flow, mountains
of suffering to pile up, sobs to become humanity’s song—all
without lifting a finger that we could see. You have allowed bonds
of love beyond number to be painfully snapped. If you have not
abandoned us, explain yourself. We strain to hear. ...




But instead of hearing an answer we catch sight of God himself
scraped and torn. Through our tears we see the tears of God. A new
and more disturbing question now arises: Why do you permit
yourself to suffer, O God? ... God is not only the God of the sufferers
but the God who suftfers. The pain and fallenness of humanity have
entered into his heart. Through the prism of my tears I have seen a

suffering God. ...




And great mystery: to redeem our brokenness and lovelessness the
God who suffers with us did not strike some mighty blow of power
but sent his beloved son to suffer like us, through his suffering to
redeem us from suffering and evil. Instead of explaining our
suffering God shares it.
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