Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the LORD, the God of
Israel, says: ‘Long ago your ancestors, including Terah the father
of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the Euphrates River and
worshiped other gods. But | took your father Abraham from the
land beyond the Euphrates and led him throughout Canaan and
gave him many descendants. | gave him lIsaac, and to Isaac |
gave Jacob and Esau. | assigned the hill country of Seir to Esau,
but Jacob and his family went down to Egypt.



Then | sent Moses and Aaron, and | afflicted the Egyptians by
what | did there, and | brought you out. When | brought your

people out of Egypt, you came to the sea, and the Egyptians
pursued them with chariots and horsemen as far as the Red Sea.

But they cried to the LORD for help, and he put darkness

between you and the Egyptians; he brought the sea over them
and covered them. You saw with your own eyes what | did to the

Egyptians. Then you lived in the wilderness for a long time.



| brought you to the land of the Amorites who lived east of the
Jordan. They fought against you, but | gave them into your hands. |
destroyed them from before you, and you took possession of their
land. When Balak son of Zippor, the king of Moab, prepared to
fight against Israel, he sent for Balaam son of Beor to put a curse on
you. But | would not listen to Balaam, so he blessed you again and
again, and | delivered you out of his hand.



Then you crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho. The citizens of
Jericho fought against you, as did also the Amorites, Perizzites,
Canaanites, Hittites, Girgashites, Hivites and Jebusites, but | gave
them into your hands. | sent the hornet ahead of you, which drove
them out before you—also the two Amorite kings. You did not do it
with your own sword and bow. So | gave you a land on which you
did not toil and cities you did not build; and you live in them and
eat from vineyards and olive groves that you did not plant.



Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw
away the gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates
River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. But if serving the LORD
seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day
whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served
beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose
land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will

serve the LORD.
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[14] Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw
away the gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River
and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. [15] But if serving the LORD seems
undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will
serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates,
or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for
me and my household, we will serve the LORD.




There is a difference between sorrow and despair. Sorrow is pain for
which there are sources of consolation. Sorrow comes from losing one
good thing among others... Despair, however, is inconsolable,
because it comes from losing an ultimate thing. When you lose the

ultimate source of your meaning or hope, there are no alternative
sources to turn to. It breaks your spirit.

Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods
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On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people, and there

at Shechem he reaffirmed for them decrees and laws.

i d TN TN



“Now | am about to go the way of all the earth. You know with all your heart and
soul that not one of all the good promises the LORD your God gave you has failed.
Every promise has been fulfilled; not one has failed. But just as all the good things
the LORD your God has promised you have come to you, so he will bring on you
all the evil things he has threatened, until the LORD your God has destroyed you
from this good land he has given you. If you violate the covenant of the LORD your
God, which he commanded you, and go and serve other gods and bow down to
them, the LORD’S anger will burn against you, and you will quickly perish from the
good land he has given you."




And Joshua recorded these things in the Book of the Law of
God. Then he took a large stone and set it up there under the
oak near the holy place of the LORD. “See!” he said to all the
people. "This stone will be a witness against us. It has heard all
the words the LORD has said to us. It will be a witness against
you if you are untrue to your God.”




\
ANTEES SO UR
AT AR O TR

ﬁ///,/,/. TR

AYSRTRAN RN

ERULE
TN

LA L\ -

wy

LAY

N W N
\\
L \J

(TR
RERRLAY FRIATI

Wy W
O

W

=178

JOSHUA 24




